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China's Response to Multilateral Discourse in
International Intellectual Property Governance
Under the Perspective of Rule of Law in

Foreign-Related Affairs

Ma Huihui!

1 Beijing Institute of Technology (Zhuhai), 986610575(@qq.com

Abstract: The global intellectual property governance system has undergone profound transformation
through more than a century of evolution. It has moved from the coordinated protection model in the
era of the Paris Convention and the Berne Convention, to the institutional expansion dominated by the

TRIPS Agreement, and then to the current landscape characterized by the obstruction of multilateral
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mechanisms, the growing activity of regional rules, and the coexistence of fragmented governance
structures. With the development of digital technologies, the restructuring of global value chains, and
the intensification of major-power competition, the value foundations, rule forms, and dissemination
mechanisms of multilateral discourse in international intellectual property governance have all changed
significantly. As a major intellectual property country and an important developing country, China
faces multiple practical challenges in the multilateral discourse governance system of international
intellectual property, while also encountering important opportunities to transform from a rule-taker
into a rule participant, coordinator, and even contributor. From the perspective of rule of law in
foreign-related affairs, China's participation in the construction of multilateral discourse in international
intellectual property governance should not remain at the level of passive rule alignment. Instead, it
should coordinate domestic rule of law with international rule of law, balance rights protection with
public interest, and integrate institutional openness with security governance. By advancing along four
dimensions—rule alignment, discourse construction, institutional innovation, and cooperation
networks—China can form a systematic response path and thereby promote global intellectual property

governance toward a fairer, more balanced, and more inclusive direction.

Keywords: Rule of Law in Foreign-related Affairs, International Intellectual Property, Multilateral

Discourse, Global Governance, China's Response
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