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Legal Regulation of Public Health in Macau in the
Late Qing Period

Nie Zhengyu!
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Abstract: In the 19th century, the public health movement aimed at improving urban environmental
sanitation first emerged in countries such as Britain and France, which had taken the lead in completing
the Industrial Revolution. It then spread rapidly and was widely accepted as industrialization
progressed across Europe and North America. In 1887, with the signing of the Sino-Portuguese Treaty
of Amity and Commerce, Macau was formally placed under Portuguese administration. The
Macao-Portuguese government subsequently initiated large-scale municipal construction, with public
health becoming one of its central priorities. Guided by modern Western concepts of public health, the
government gradually established a comprehensive and effective public health management system,
ranging from the formulation of sound regulations to their concrete implementation.This paper
analyzes the public health laws and regulations promulgated in Macau during the late Qing period,
identifies their legislative and administrative characteristics, and aims to provide valuable historical

insights for the development of contemporary urban public health systems in China.

Keywords: Late Qing Macau, Public Health, Law, Regulation
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